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TO THE 
Young GENTLEMEN 
O77 THE: | 
Proteſtant Di ſſenting Congregation 
AT f 


MANCHESTER. 


by 


GENTLEMEN, 


WPMES T's with Sati faction I inſeribe this Diſcourſe 
to you, for whsſe ſake it was firſt preachj d, and 
at whoſe earneſt Sollicitation it now makes a 
"BY more public Appearance. | 
108 1 Upon this Occaſion I can't but applaud yout 
Pr! STS timely Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
warm Affection to the Preſent Government : - 

As it is your Praiſe that you carried your ſelves with Prudence 
and Temper, during the late Demolition, fo it doubly your 
praiſe, that when things were come to extremity, you were ready 
to oppoſe the Rebels (thoſe Enemies to Church and State) even 
unto Blood. | 

It redounds ſtill more to your Honour, that your Loyalty t 
the Government, is attended with Piety towards God, to uh 
you ſo chea-fully attribute the Glory of that Deliverance you cans 
net forget : The Methid you take to recognize that wonderful pro- 
vidence of God, is very commendable ; and as it's avreeable to 
Religion and Loyalty, doubt not but it's acceptable to God and the 
| | Government : 


" 


* g 7 


* 


Government : Since the Principles then you go'upon are ſo Ju 

an Good, Tet nq Diſeliiracel mes weaken wt . 

| The enſuing Sermon, which was calculated for anſwering your 
be. Defigi of Commemorating wwith Thankfulneſs, the kind Diſap- 
I poinmenit jd our Fears from the late Rebellion, is fitted for pu- 
. Vlick uſe, by the Improvement of ſome Hints I had no time to ex- 
2 patiate upon in the Pulpit, which with any other Liberty I have 
PR uſed is but whats common in caſes of this Nature. h 
I rejoyce in the happy Settlement of your Congregation : May 

your Spiritugl Guides come ta you in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of Peace, and long remain among you burning 
and ſhining Lights; and may you and all the 25 of your So- 
ciety, increaſe in the Graces of the Cel, and be fled with 
all the Fulneſs of GO D. This is the fincere Deſire of, 


> 


— 


* 


— — „* * 


o 


— 


- GENTLEME N, 


Your very Humble Servant, 


CHARLES OWEN. 


15 unto them, for they laue gone in 2 G4 
- and ran —— 2 the gu of demo o Re- 
ward, and periſb d in the Gainſaying of OS, " 


220 Day this Text is - Ela in your 
Ears, for a Die has attended the 
Cainites, the Balgamites: and the 
Corites.in our Land: I mean the ſe- 
veral Enemies of the Reformation, 
2 and eſpecially the date Nobels, wit 
Il their Jeluded Admirers. I it 


ES Y; a 
6 4. 5 OY "2 <6 | | not been the Lord-who-was om 044 Si 
| l when Men roſe up 


- againſþ us, had fewallowed tus 
— wp es their Wrath was Lindley 
againſt us ; Bleſſed be the Lord who has not given us ta he a Prey 
to their Leech the Suare is-rohen and we are eſcaped; Pfalm 
124. 1, 2, 6, 7. 
In order to improve the Text, it. will be neceſſary to en- 
quire into the following Particulars. 

i. ¶ hat are the ſeveral Charas ders iu the Text? 

2. What Perſons in the Chriſtian Church have ſymboliz.d 
with theſe Characters? 

hat Dif, — and Deſtruction has atteuded ſuch.? 


4. Apply the d 

I. 22 are the > ET in the Text ey are the Way 
of Cain, the Error of Balaam, and the Gant ying of Core, 
of which in their order. | 
I. The Way of Cain. | 

This was a way of Forma ity, LET Wrath, Lying, and 
3 2 
- _ 
. ” 


2 „ 
£93 
1. The way of Cain was a way of Futmality : he 
had a Form of Godlineſs without the — of it. 
| It appears by his Sacrificing, that he made an outward 
Proſeſſion of Religion, but without ſincere Love to God and 
| bb Neighbour. Gen. iv. 3.—2 Tim. iii. 5. As to external 
Worſhip he went as far as his Brother Abel, for he brought of 
the Fruit of the Ground an Offering unto the Lord, as well as 
Abel did of the Eirſtling of his Flock. Thus the Phariſees, 
"tho? confeſſedly Hypocrites, were very punctual in their 
| Alms and their ay; 2 which they took care ſhou'd be 
| publick enough, or few of Men, as our Saviour upbfaids 
A them, Mat. vi. £ 
| 2. Inveterate Envy was another way of Cain. Wherefore 
| flew he Abel? Becauſe his own Works were Evil, and his 
Brothers Righteous , 1 John. iii. 12. The Divine Ac- 
[ ceptance Abel met with, and which conſtituted his Happineſs ; 
0 was by Cain ſo reſented, as to make it the greateſt part of 
| hisown Miſery. What a ſtrange fort of a Vice is Envy! 
Which wherever it obtains, inverts the very order of Nature, 
by fendring the Happineſs of one Man (which ſhou'd be the 
} Joy of his Neighbour) the Miſery of another. 
\ 3. Outragionus Math which ended in Blood, was the next 
way of Cain, Gen. iv. 5. Cain was very wroth and his Coun- 
tenance fell. His Envy blew up the Flame of Wrath and Ha- 
tred towards his Brother, which being indulged, got the 
| Aſcendency over him, commenc'd Malice, and at laſt ended in 
| the moſt barbarous Murder; thus Envy and Wrath, in their 
| - gradual Efte&s, have a natural tendency to the Deſtruction of 
| ko Liberty, and Life; elſe Cain could never have 
broke thro' all the Reſtraints of Reaſon and Religion, and 
murder'd his Brother, for no other Crime, than being a bet- 
ter Man than himſelf. . x 
— 4 Lying is another way of Cain. When God enquir'd of 
| him where Abel was, hg conceals the Murder with a Lye, 
j and boldly tells God he knew not, Gen. iv. 9. Thus Sin is 
j productive of its own kind, Envy begets Wrath, Wrath 
Malice, Malice begets Murder ; and when Men are once ar- 
i riv'd to that degree of Impiety, - Sincerity is intirely ban- 
; iſh'd from the Mind. Cain having once commenc'd Mut- 
| derer, becomes ſo ſtupid as to think of impoſing on God 
with a Lye ; by this Sin the natural Apprehenſions he might 
have of the All ſeeing God were (as it were) defac'd, « his 
„ Conſcience blinded, and himſelf infatuated to a degree, not 
much ſhort of the Beaſts that periſh. The 
2 | 3. 
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. The Property of Cain's way is obſtinate Impenitency 
He 405 che leaſt Sorrow or Ga fot his Crime 
as ſuch: He was aftraid (its true) ghat every one that found 
him wou'd ſlay him, as thinking every one had a right to do 
ſo; he was ſenſible of his Puniſhment, complains of that, 
but not a word of confeſſing his Fault; he was fo far from 
relenting for the bloody Fact, that he only endeavour'd, by 
Buſineſs and Heaſure, i. e. Building and Hunting, to make 
his Baniſhment tolerable and eaſ to hi * 

From the Hiſtory of Cain oblerye. 


1 Cain the fot Hereditary Prince, (and our Adverſary's Heir 


apparent to the Dominion of the whole Earth) was a Lawleſs 
bloody Man: Behold the firſt link of that Hereditary Chain 
wherewith our Ad verſaries wou'd blind theſe Nations, viz. 
Cain a Man of Blood, who for that Reaſon, tho' the eldeſt 
Son of Adam, yet had no Dominion over his Brethren. For 

2. Notwithſtanding his Hereditary Right, yet being a Tyrant 
he wit driven out ; God intimating thereby how grievous and 
oflenſive to him, all Pretenders to abſolute Power are. | 

Here you ſee the firſt Link in the Hereditary Chain was 


broke and thrown ale, and Seth a Younger Brother whom - 


God raiſed up inſtead of Abel, is Elected in the Room of Cain. 

Seth ſignifies, eſtabliſh'd er ſettle'd, and ſo he was, while 
Cain was diſinherited and turn'd out to be a Wanderer in 
the Earth, | 

Thus by a bill of Excluſion , Cair's Hereditary Pretence 
to the Succeſſion after his Father Adam's Death, was intire- 
Y defeated, and himſelf baniſh'd from the Preſence of the 

ord and all good Men, as unfit for any Civiliz'd Society. 

Here all wiſe Nations who have depoſed or diſinherited 
bloody Tyrants, and ſubſtituted better Men in their Room, 
are warranted by one of the Earlieſt Acts of Divine Provi- 
dence in the World, 
© It's notorious that the Antients choſe ſuch to be their Go- 
vernours, who excelled in thoſe Virtues that are molt bene- 
ficial to Mankind: Thus the Grecians own'd no other Ori- 
ginal Title to Government, than Wiſdom, Valour, Juſtice, 
or ſuch like, as render a Man fit to rule. 

The on knew that Hercules and Achilles were not 
of their Royal Line, but thhking their Children might be 
like unto them in Valour, they brought them from 7 hebes, 
and Epirus to be their Kings. 

Thus the Romans in their infant State, choſe Romulus to be 


their King for his Vigour and Valour. Upon his Death, they 


fetcht Numa Pompilins a Stranger from among the * 


4 
. 
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. (8) 
to reign over them, ob inclytam viri Religionem ſays Florus: 
Tullius Hoſtilins ſucceeded him by choice of the People: An- 
cus Martius, their next King, was no way related to his Pre- 
j <ceflor: Tarquin the firlt was a Foreigner, the Son of a 
bani{h'd Corinihian: He was fucceeded by Servius Tullius 
' who came to Rome in the Belly of his Captive Mother, and 
i could inherit nothing but Chains from his Father: Targuin 
N the Proud was the lalt King of Rome, he came in by Mur- 
der, and was expell'd the Government for Tyranny. For 
much the ſame reaſon the ten tribes revolted from Rehobbam; 
and the heavy Yoke of Slavery they labour'd under, juſti- 

i fied their revolt: Shemaiah the man of God ſtiles them Bre- 
ij thren and not Rebels after that Revolution; and peremptori- 
j Iy forbids thoſe who adher'd to the Hereditary Oppreſſor, to 
Baht againſt the Revolutioners. x Kings xii. 22, 23, 244. 
Thus our own Nation exerted it ſelf at the late happy Re- 
, volution, when they freed themſelves from the Ae 
Tower and Tyranny of James II. which had this additiona 
ö Aggravation, more than that of Rehoboam join'd with it, 
viz. Popery and Idolatry. | 
What a ſtrange Dodwine then is that which our Adverſa- 
: ries have urged fo hard of late from their Pulpits, with the> 
| Sanction of Damnations annext to it? viz.' That abſolute 
unlimited Obedience is due to every Hereditary Governour, 

. let him be ever ſo Tyrannical, or break thro' the Laws of 
lr Nature and Nations: Sure if is this Doctrine was of late de- 
ſ ſign'd for no other end than to aſperſe the Glorious Revo- 
{ lution, ro which we owe all our preſent Happineſs and fu- 
| ture Hopes. | | 

Nay ſome of the Jure Diviuo Caſuiſts, have gone ſo far 
as to aſſert Reſiſtance in any ' caſe whatever (unleſs by the 
expreſs Command of God) to be utterly unlawfull, tho” it 
were to fave the whole World. , 7 
Among the ſeveral Caſuiſts Thad in my Eye when I men- 
tion'd this, the Learned Biſhop Sanderſon is chief, who. has 
this remarkable paſſage, viz to take up Arms oflenſive 
* or defenſive againſt a lawful Sovereign, — may not be 
« done by any Man at any time, in any Caſe, upon any Co- 
„ lour or Pretenſion whatſoeve, (the expreſs Command of 
< God himſelf only excepted) not for theavoiding of Scan- 
* dal, not at the Inſtance of any Friend, or Command of 
any Power upon Earth; nor for the Maintenance of the 
Lives and Liberties of our Selves or others; nor for the 
** Defence. of Religion; nor for the Preſervation of the 
Church or State; no nor yet (if that could be imagin'd 

& poſlible) 


| HS 

* poſſible) for the Palvation of a Soul, no nor for the Re- 

© demption of th whole World. This Faſſage is quoted 
by Dr. SacheverePs Managers in his Tryal. Fol. p. 161, 162. 
In which Tryal you'll find many more Quotatiohs to the 
ſame purpoſe, tho? not quite fo abſurd, 

3. Upon this Regulation of affairs in Adam's Family, things 
began to go well in the rl: for upon this great Revolu- 
tion, it is ſaid, then began Man to call oa the Name of the 

© Lord, Gen. iv. 26. So lome 
Religion was much impared by the Impiety and Tyranny 
of Cain, and had like to have been quite deltroy'd by the 
Murder of pious Abel; but by Cain, Excluſion, or Abdication, 
if ycu pleaſe, for it's ſaid he went out, Religion began to re- 
vive, and Irreligion and Tyranny retired with this Outcaſt 
into the Land of Ned, and there it remain'd till it crept into 
the vilible Church by unlawful Marriages with Cain's Poſte- \ 
rity. Gen. Vi. 1, 2. Having trac'd Irreligion to its firſt | 
Flantation, I come next to conſider. 
II. The Errror of Balaam. 
This Balaam you know was a Prophet ſent for by Balak, 
King of Moab, to ſind out Enchantments againſt Iſrael, an 
that his Aſs rebuk'd the Madneſs of the Prophet, when he | 
went an that Errand. Now the Error of this mad Prophet 4 | 
was, 6 | 1 


1. Endeavouring to Curſe Iſrael, Numb. xxii. 
Tho* Balaam knew the 1ſraelites ty be Gods choſen Peo- 


ple, and to have the Purity of Divine Worſhip in the Midſt 
of them ; yet as far as he was able, he attempted to curſe 
them, and devote them to Deſtruction. 
Balak ſeeing the Feople too ſtrong for him, endeavour'd 
to circumvent them by a Stratagem: the Ignorance of the Hea- 
then prompted them to believe Frophets had an abſolute 
Power of Bleſſing and Curſing at their Pleaſure, that was the 
Reaſon why the Moabitijh King ſent for Balaam, Numb. xxii. 
6: But Balaam aflures him of the contrary, v. 18. So that 
you lee even infpir'd Perſcns (whatever the uninſpir'd now 
a Days may pretend to) could not bleſs or curſe, abſolve or 
deliver up to Satan, whom and when they pleaſed. 
2. Balaam attempted to curſe Iſrael for a Keward. The 4 


ſource of Impiety was covetouſneſs; the 1ſ-aclites had not 
given him any Provocation to curſe them; nay he knew they | 
were Bleſſed of God, and therefore he could not curſe; and | 
what's more we find, that he for that reaſon had not In- 
clination at firſt to comply with Balak's Requeſt, yet his Co- 
vetouſnels at lait prevailed, the Proſpect of more Honour and 
= + b — Freater 
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him at laſt to undertake the impious Task of curſing thoſe 


(10) 


greater Riches than were at firit propoſed to him, influenc'd 


whom God had Blefled. * See here what an Enemy the 
World is to Religion, for Baluam who knew what was 
good, Who had been favour'd by God with a Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, yet is overcome and bribed from his Duty, by the Al-. 
lurements of gain; notwithſtanding the checks of his con- 
{cience, and the reproof of his Aſs, yet hurried by his vio- 
lent Impulſe of a covetous Luſt, he breaks thro' the Reſtraints 
of one, and the miraculous reproof of the other. 

z. When he could nit Curſe them, he advized to de- 
Bauch the Iſraelites, Nute. xxxi. 16. Soon after the De- 
feat of Balaam's deligns to curſe the Iſraelites, we find them 
enſnar'd by the Daughters of Ahab, and by them inticed to 
the Worthip of Leon which had like to have proved their 
Deſtruction : This is expreſly ſaid to be the Effect of Balaum's 
advice in the forecited "Text; this was wicked Policy, and 
the only poſſible» Method of ruining Iſael; for by de- 
ſtroying their Religion, which was their beſt defence, they 
were ellectually expoſed to the Wrath of God, which was 
worſe than the Arms of the /abites. | 

I infer hence | 

1. That all wicked Men have run into this Error of doing 
what Prejudice they can to the Church and People of God. It 
is common with the World to hate, thoſe whom God loves. 
As for tlie Foundation of this Hatred we ſhall conſider it 
anon. 

2. The common Motive Trophets have of running into 
this Error is C:vet0:4/ne's, 

This was one Source of the oppoſitions Chriſt and his 
Diſciples met with from the Jewiſh Prieſts; who apprehend- 
ed their Temporalities and Benehces ſtruck at by the New 
Scheme of Religion E/77ſt introduc'd. Demetrius Silver Smith 
to the Temple of Diana, was as clamorous againſt St. Paul 
as any of her Prieſis could be, and raiſed an uproar againſt 


him, becauſe his Doctrine threatned Loſs to theCrafts Men: 


One reaſon of the Popith Prieſt's Inveteracy to Prote{lantiſm, 
is, that they are atiraid if the Proteſtant Religion prevail, they 
ſhall loſe the vaſt Revenues that ariſe from Matles, Pilgrima- 
ges, Indulgences and Abſolutions, beſides a world of other 
Emoluments that acrue from the ſeveral extravagant Dig- 
nities and Preferments, which are the Soul and Life of that 
Church, and which when fafe, the is never in danger. So 
ſacred are theſe to them, that in the Defence or Augmen- 
tation of them, they have of let the World in a Flame, 

Allaſſinated 

* 


| (11) 
Afaſſinated Princes, ſtir'd up Subjects to Rebellion, and left 
nothing unattempted, tho" never ſo black, for what they 
call the good of the Church. 

Which leads me to 

III. Te Gainſayiig of Core. 

I ſhall conſider him and his rebellious Accomplices, wiz. 
Dathan and Abiram, who were all Members of the then 
Eſtabliſh'd Church of the Jews, and were diſguſted at ſome 
changes made in the Magitiracy and Miniſtry, The Gain- 
faying of Corah and his Atlociates, was a Rebellion againſt . 
Moſes their new made King. 

1. Corah's Quarrel, with Moſes was, his appointing Eliza- 
phan, Grandſon of Kuath by a 4th Son to be Irince of the 
K oathites, which Koh took to be a breach of Hereditary 
Right, he himſelf being Grandlon to Koath by a ſecond 
Son: © Muſes and Aaron who were Koaths Grandſons by a 
firſt Son, had thrown up their Hereditary domeſlick Right, 
and therefore Corah thought himſelf next in Succeſſion, 
Numb. iii. 30. Note, if Hereditary Right ſhou'd take place 
any where, certainly in Family's ; but even there God never 
a gn'd any to be chief, but ſuch as were qualify'd to- be 
0. 


2. Dethan and Abiram Corahs Aſſociates, who were Prin- 
ces of the Houle of Reuben, who was the firſt born of Adel, 
Rebell'd againſt Moſes their King, becauſe he had no Here- 
ditary Right to that Crown, being of the Tribe of Leri, 
Faccbs third Son. * 
Yet Moſes was King in Jeſburun, Dent. xxxiii. 5. and was 
by ſpecial Deſignation appointed to be Governour of [fraet, 
tho” he had no Hereditary Fretence : At this time of Day when 
we are to expect extraordinary Appearances in caſes of this 
nature, Lox a Lox Dei, or the 12 of Nations is 
equivalent to a Divine Appointment, 
The main pretence of K Rebellion as he was a Levite, 
was the change of the Prie/thood from the Firlt Born, or Heads 
of Farilies, to the Houſe of Aaron, where, by the New 
Conſtitutlon it was contin'd. It was a high crime in this 
Levite to quarrel with that limitation which, tho” Divine, 
was only Jemporary; and I cant think them altogether 
Nameleſs who are for limiting Divine OfÞces, and the Pow- 
er of conveying them, to themſelves, excluſive of others 
who by the Goſpel Chart& are equally. entituled to 
them, | | 
It may not be improper here to enquire whether thoſe do 


not copy after Korah's Example, who quarrel with the Nivipe 
tit 
(== e 
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| (12) 
parity of Miniſters, which Chriſt by his Apoſtles inſtituted ; 
i I mean thoſe who aflert that Chriſt has model'd his Church 
( after the Pattern of the Temple : the Hlace of ceremonial 
Worſhip, in which there was a High-Prieſt, Prieſts, and 
Levites. To me it ſeems more probable that the chriſtian 
Church, if a Copy of any thing, is form'd after the Pattern of 
the Synagogue, the Place of moral Worſhip. But even allow- 
ing the Suppolition of our Adverſaries, yet ſince we are aſſu- 
red Chrilt is our High-Prieſt, of which the Legal One was a 
Type; Presbyters and Deacons may well enough, according 
to their Scheme, be preſumed to ſucceed Prieſts and Levites. 

II. What Perſons in the Chriſtian Church have ſimbolix d 
with the foregoing Characters? "| hat there were ſuch Perſons 
as went into the way of Cain, the Error of Balaum, and the 
Gaiuſaying of Core, in the Apoſtle Jude's time, is evident from 
his complaint of ſuch in the Text: His Epiſtle, as well as other 
Parts of the New Teſtament, is likewiſe Prophetical of what 
ſhou'd happen in the latter Days, ſo that we are not to won- 
der ſuch Perſons are ſtill to be found in the chriſtian Church. 
We'll reduce them to Three Sorts, viz. Perſecutors, Falſe 
Teachers, and Rebels. | 

1. Perſecutors. The original of theſe is Cain, who was of 
his Father the Devil. The Foundation of Cain's Hatred to 
Abel was the ſame with that of the Devil to all good Men, 
aN. their Goodneſs; which is {till at the Root of all Perſecu- 
tion wherever it obtains : Thus it was in David's time, Pſalm 

8. 20. They render evil becauſe I follow the thing that good is. 
Pſalm 64, 5. They ſhoot their Arrows at the Perfect. 

When Chriſt appeared in the World, the Jewiſh Church 
was in it's utmoſt Degeneracy, yet never were the ſuperſtiti- 
ous profligate Jews ſo zealous for their Church as at that 
time ; and this their Zeal they exerted even unto Blood upon 
our Lord and his Difgiptes, whom they diſpatch'd out of the 
World under PreteFte of Religion, and Defence of their 
Church; tho' the real Motive was their Hatred to the Spiri- 
tuality and Purity of that Doctrine which Chriſt taught. 
They couldnot bear to hear that their pure Eflabliſh'dChurch 
mult be new model'd, and that true Worſhip was to be paid 
ntito the Father in all places as well as in the Temple“ 

But this perſecuting Zeal made an eaſy Tranſition into the 
ChriſiianChurch as ſoon as it made any Figure in the World: 
The firſt noted Perſecutor that ever made any Pretence to 
Chriſtianity, was the Emperor Julian; but he fairly renoun- 
ced the chriſtian Religion (and therefore called Apoſtate) 
before he perſecuted ; as well knowing Perſecution to be ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, | As 
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As evil Men and Deceivers grow worſe and worſe, { did 
perſecutors; for ſoon after, we find chriſtian Emperors aſſiſt- 
ing outragious Chriſtians to devour each other: Bur time 
would fail me to mention all the Perſecutions that happened 
between then and the Reformation. As ſoon as the pure 
Light of the Goſpel begun to dawn in Lnther's time, the 

Spirit of Cain appear'd with uncommon Violence in the Ro- 
man Church, which tho? a corrupt Church is yet allowed to 
be a chriſtian one, and as Proteſtantiſm made «further Advan- 
Ces _ Calvin and others, their Violences increaſed propor- 
tionably. | 
| How far the furious er Spirit of Cain ſtir d up the Ro- 
miſh Formaliſts to deſtroy their chriſtian Brethren, is but too 
notorious from the great Deſolations that have been made in 
Chriſtendom by their intemperate Zeal ; is it not that which 
has laid waſte the once flouriſhing Churches of France, Ger- 
many, Hungary, Piedmont, &c. It wou'd be endleſs to re- 
count the Barbarities of that perſecuting Church, which has 
exactly trod in the Footſteps of Cain, whether we conſider 
her Formality, Envy, cruel Wrath, or obſtinate Adherence 
to deſtrucuve Principles, which are ſupported and propogated 
by Bloodſhed and Lies. | 
We need not doubt to affirm concerning the Roman Church 
that more Blood has been ſhed by her on account cf Religion, 
within 200 Years, than by all the Perſecutions under Rome 
Pagan ; and her Inquiſition, which is but a novel Invention, 
has had it's Share in that Blood; which cruel Diabolical Tri- 
bunal is by them profanely ſtiled the Holy Office. 


How happy had it been for us had all they who renounc'd; 


the Groſs Idolatries of the Romiſh Harlot, alſo renounc d her 


bloody Practices of enforcing Uniformity of Worſhip by Per-, 


ſecution. But alaſs the Spirit of Cain has inſinuated it ſelf in- 
to ſome who wou'd be thought Members of the Reformation ; 
perhaps you'll wonder this Imputation ſhou'd immediately 
come upon the Back of that Deluge of Blood which is to be 
found in the Skirts of the Great hore; however this Pll 
venture to ſay, there are Many Souls now under the 
Altar crying with a loud Voice, Heu long, O Lord Holy and 
True, deft thou. ct judge and avenge our Blood that was {bed 
for the Word of: God, and the Teſtimeny of Feſus by our fellow 
Proteſtants? X | 
Unaccountable are the Barbarities. which were committed 
in Scotland in the Reigns of the two Bygthevs, by a bloody 
cruel Party, who had their full SwingMn' Perſecution, and 
whoſe unheard of Violences are but too Proof how — 
— ; TS e 
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the Rage of wicked Men will carry them, under pretence of 
Zeal for a Religion that forbids Perſecution, and a Church 


that diſowns the Principle: This will more fully appear in a 
book lately publiſh'd, entitled The Memoirs of the Church of 


Scotland; which Book gives a very 8 Account of 


that Perſecution, and has this Remark; viz. © The People 


* of Scotland ſuffer d the moſt bloody Perſecution that has 


& been heard of this Age, or for the laſt 100 Years paſſed in 
« the World. The Perſecution of the Proteſtants in France, 
© being in proportion to this country and the Number of 
People, and the Blood ſpilt no ways to compare to it. Put 


PLS 8 1 
Ihe ſevere Uſage Proteſtant Diſſenters have met with in 


England I canot but ſtile a Perſecution ; but for a Detail of 
our Sufterings I refer you to the Appendix: however 1'll 
add here, that what aggravated the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
Sufferings was the turning the Edge of thoſe Penal Laws a- 
gainſt Them, which were only deſign'd againſt the Papiſts. 

So ſenſible of this were the Houſe of Commons A. D. 
1680. that they came to two Reſolutions, viz. © Reſolved 
« Nemine Contradicente, 'That it is the Opinion of this Houſe 
4 that the Acts of Parliament made in the Reign of Queen 
« Elizabeth and King James againſt popiſh Recuſants ought 
« not to be extended againſt proteſtant Diſſenters. And 
« Reſolved that it is the Opinion of this Houſe that the Pro- 
« ſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, 
« js at this time grievous to the Subject, a Weakning of the 
« Proteſtant Intereſt, an Encouragement to Popery, and 
© dangerous to the peace of the Kingdom. | 

By this clue we are lead into the true Reaſons, why Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters, have all along been hardly dealt with; and 
accordingly we find none ſo fond of adding to our burthen 
as thoſe who are either openly or ſecretly Diſattected to the 
Reformation, and Proteſtant Succeſhon. Witneſs their clam- 


our of the Churches Danger, upon any Suſpicion of the 


leaſt Relaxation of our Miſeries, as well as their late Attempts 
to make our yoke Heavier. I impute it to the Stability of 
our Conſtitution, which the Enemies of it were never able 
quite to overthrow, that the Sons of Cain have not exerci- 
ſed the ſame Cruelties upon us, as our Brethren in Scotland : 
Where all the Fences of human Right were broke through. 
For the Rage wherewith the late Rioters aſſaulted ourChurch- 
es ſufficiently indicated their Inclinations of proceeding to our 
Perſons and Habitations, which eſcap'd only with Threat- 


nings ; not doubting but in a little time to be above the Laws, 
| | | as 
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as appear'd by the enſuing Rebellion : Notwithſtanding the 
Defeat of their cauſeleſs Rage at that time, yet the ſame 
Spirit ſtill reigns in thoſe Children of Diſobedience. Is not 
the ſmall Remnant of civil Priviledges, Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters enjoy, envy'd them by thoſe Cainites, that ſtill dwell in 
the Land, becauſe they can't engrols all to themſelves? Some 
of whoſe Leaders, being diſappointed in their late Attempts 
of that kind, have with their Predeceſſor Cain, turn'd Fugi- 
tives and Vagabonds in the Earth. ' | 

Nay have they not envy'd us, even the Product of our 
own Induſtry, and as it were made Trade it ſelf a Schiſ- 
matick : “It was the Obſervation of Biſhop Parker and Dr. 
« Goodman, that the Inhabitants of Cities and Market 
« Towns, were more commonly addicted to our Principles, 
© than thoſe who dwelt in country Villages; and upon a 
ce diligent Enquiry into the abſtruſe Reaſons of this difficult 
point, they at laſt concluded this muſt be owing to the 
© too great increaſe of Inde in the Nation; they therefore 
« with all Humility moved, that for the ſake of their Cere- \ 
© monies, our Parliament wou'd find out ſome ſpeedy Reme- 
<« dy againſt that Evil, and lay ſome Reſtraint upon Trade.“ 
This Paſſage you'll find at large in Mr. Peirce's Vindication of 
the Diſſenters, tranſlated into Engliſh, Part. I. p. 211. 
Strange that an Embargo mult be laid upon Trade, for the 
benefit of the Church : | 

Upon this Scheme, probably the Diſtinction of Landed and 
Money Intereſt, was coin'd by the late Faction, and bellow'd 
about as things diametrically oppoſite 5 This indeed is a cloſe 
Imitation of Cain, who being the Landed Man, or a Tiller 
of the Ground, hated his Brother Abel, who was a Keeper 
of Sheep; ſo the Adverſaries who boaſt of their Landed In- 
tereſt, envy that Increaſe, which with our Honeſt Induſtry, 
is made by Manufacturing the Fleeces of Abel, the ſtaple 
commodity of this Kingdom. | 

Nay have not our Uncharitable Enemies, as far it lay in 
their Power, depriv'd us of Heaven. too, by prejudging our 
Future State, expoſing our conſcientious Diſſent, as Schiſ- 
matical Obſtinacy, Nullifying our Sacred Miniſtrations, Rob- 
bing us of our Chriftianity, and leaving us Nothing to build 
our Hopes of Salvation upon, but the uncovenanted Mercies 
of God. | N 

Upon the whole, the moſt proper Imitators of Cain, are 
Tyranical, Perſecuting, Bloody, Princes; and all they may 
be term'd his Followers, who promote oppreſſive Detigns | 

elpeci- 
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eſpecially they who patronize Doctrines deſtruRive of the 

Liberties of Mankind, which leads to the ſecond Head. 

2. Falſe Teachers Simbolize with Balaam. The being of Re- 
kgion in the World, depends upon the Sacred Miniſtry ; 
Chriſt appointed that Ordinances for the Propagation and 
Support of it ; and no Body can be ignorant, how ſerviceable 
Good and Faithfull Miniſters always have been, and {till are 
to this End: But the beſt things are capable of being Abu- 

ed, and accordingly you find Degeneracies even in the Holy 
| © Order. There have not been wanting in all Ages mer- 

-cenary Prieſts and Prophets, who Balaam like, for Re- 
ward, and out of Ambition to pleaſe Princes, have proſtitu- 

ted their Honourable Office to the worſt Deſigns ; very ma- 
ny are the Inſtances in the Old Teſtament, of wicked Prieſts 
and Prophets, who deluded their Princes and People, by 
Prophecying Smooth Things to chem: It's remarkable like- 
wiſe, that the firſt Betrayer of Chriſtianity and its Author 
for a Reward, Was a covetous Apoſtle, or Biſhop as ſome 
affect to call that Order. 

In the Primitive Times, too many humour'd their Prin- 
ces, as they were Arrian, or Orthodox, and ſcrupl'd not to 
Thunder out their Anathemas, againſt them who were not 
of the State Religion and Principle. 

I be Prieſts of the Romiſh 8 are for the moſt part 
are ſo entirely Devoted to their Eccleſiaſtico- Political Prince, 
the Supreme Pontif, that all their Doctrineg are calculated for 
his Service, eſpecially that of his Infallibility, the Support of 
his Tottering Chair. 2 8 

It wou'd be endleſs to trace all the Intriegues of corrupt 

' Prieſts, to the Detriment of Societies civil and religious; 
Rewards, and Preferments have been the uſual Baits to take 
theſe Men: King James the I. was apprehenſive of this, 
when he profanely ſaid, while he had the Power of _—_ 
Biſhops, he wou'd make that to be Goſpel which beſt pleaſe 

a 


. | o 
It's to be ſuſpected, the ſad Diviſions and calamities of our 
Native Country, have more pr leſs been owing to the Para- 
ſytical Doctrines, and Slaviſh Deſigns of ſome mercenary Ec- 
1 eſiallicxs: That unhappy Prince, King Charles I. was be- 
„tray d into thoſe Arbitrary Meaſures that prov'd his Ruin, by . 
'* the wicked Doctrines of Mainwaring, and Sibthorp 
it ſuch like: The ſame Impious Doctrine return'd. with the 
in two Brothers, which lull'd the Elder a-Sleep in his Pleaſures, 
| and prepar'd the other for Deſigns, wholly Popiſh and Ty- 
rannical ; which before they could be compleatly executed, 


were 


CI. 

were happily obſtructed by his Abdication. I need not tell 
you of an inſigniticant Tool, being employ d in the late Reign, 
to hammer out the ſame enllaving Doctrines afreſh, when 
Schemes were forming to reſtore the Pretender, which if 
they had ſucceeded, wou'd have put à full Veriod to all our 
civil and religious Privileges, ſuch a ſpreading Ruin, wou'd - 
have been the genuine 1flue of thoſe fatal Doctrines; yet the 
Teachers of then, are ſo inſenſible of the frightful Conſe- 
quences, that they ſeem to wilh with Balaam they had a 
Power of curling thoſe who ditfler from them, elſe we ſhou'd 
not find ſo many Frote!lant Societies at Home and Abroad, 
unchriltianiz'd and con{:1gn'd over by them to Damnation, be- 
cauſe their Conſciences are fiot of the ſame ſize with their 
Neighbours. 

But what's worſe, there have not been wanting prophane 

alaanntes, who when they could not ettectualy curſe I 
rael, have advized to debauch them, witneſs the two Edi- 
tions of the“ Buok of .\ports in Jam. 1. and Charles I. 
time; the bad Etiects of which continue unto this Day. 

It's true the honelt and pious part of the Clergy, vigo- 
rouſly remonſtrated againſt it, and for refuling to read it in 
their Churches, were ſuſpended, excommunicated, and de- 
priv'd of their Livings. 

How ſerviceable the Method of Debauching, has been to 
root out Religion, is too evident from the great Deluge of 
Prophaneſs, that broke in upon us at the Reſtoration ; 
went ſay who adviſed to it, but this I am ſure of; Religion 
has very much ſutter'd by it, and ſome who by Office were o- 
bliged to ſte.n that Tide, were either acceſſory to it, or ſtrange- 
ly careleſs about it, while perhaps at the ſame time, they have 
been violent in running down the ſerious. Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, where it has not been preciſely model'd, according td 
their Form of Godlineſs; ſo that it's well if it has not fared 
with us, as it did with the. Jewyb Church in Feremiah's 
time, that from the Prophets in Feruſalem, is Profainneſs 
gone forth into all the Land, Jer. xxiii, 15. 

3. Rebels are the next why Symb.lize with the Characters i 
the Text. The Gainſaying of Core was Rebellion, it's expreſ- 
{ly called ſo by the Syrrack Verſion. x 
This Rebellion was influenc'd by Korah a Levite, who 


harangued Dathan and Abiram, and other Lords of the Ru- 
C benites, 


— 


— 
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See the Heel Spert it ſelf in the Appendix to this Sermon. 
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benites, with their Vaſſals, into it. The Pretences to that 
Inſurrection were before mention'd, viz : Changes in the 
Prieſthood arid Magiſtracy, which by the by, were real, and 
and attorded them at leaſt the Shadow of a Reafon, tor cry- 
ing the Danger of the Church, and Conſtitution. | 

All Rebellions are form'd upon ſome ſuch Pretences as 
theſe ; ſo the late Rebellion, for you may remember the Cry 
of the Churches Danger, introduc'd it, and the Relioration 
of the pretended Hereditary Line, was the great Argument 
to ſupport it, and as Korah a Levite firſt inſtigated certain of 
the Chiidren of H ael, two hundred and fifty Princes or 
Lords of the Aſſembly, to riſe up againſt their Lawfull and 
Rightful Sovereign; fo the Doctrine of Jure Diviiu tie e- 
ditary Right, which founded ſo violently from ſome #ulpi's, 
at laſt iſſued in that Unnatural Rebe lion, for the Supprellion 
of which, we are now aſlembled to pive God Clory. 

- The Rebellion of Xorah was black enough, but our mo— 
dern Rebels, eſpecially the Protellant ones, have quite over- 
acted it; the Papiſts indeed had ſome ſhew of Keaſon for 
what they did, for thereby they micht propole to them- 
ſelves, the Reitoration of their Religion, which in their Ap- 
prehenſion, was wrongfully driven out by the Reformation ; 
from a Prince of their own Religion, they might well expect 
the belt Preferments in Church and State, which under a 
Proteſtant Government, they are by Law excluded from ; 
ſo that they may be interpreted to act, in ſome meaſure, 
from Principles of Conlcience, as well as ſecular Intereſt. 
Nay even Nonjurors, who join'd in ſo wicked a Delign, 
might thus far extenuate their Crimes by ſaying they took 
up Arms againſt a Government they never own'd or {wore 
to; but Good God | That Proteſtants, Jurant Protellants, 
who by their Conformity, were in Poſſeſſion of all the Ad- 
vantages in Church or State, at leaſt by no Law debarc'd 
from them, that they ſhou'd Rebel againlt the Government, 
without the leaſt juſt Pretence of a Greviance, is an Aggra- 
vation that never vet enter'd into an Rebellion, but that of 
the Devil himſelf, | 
| It's true indeed they made a great Outcry of the Churches 
8 Danger, but none cou'd ever yet ſee whence the pretended 
Pauger ſhou'd come, unleſs from themſelves, or where it 
lay, unleſs in their Imaginations, being reſolv'd to think it fo, 
| only becauſe they were depriv'd of the Power of adding to 
0 the-Burden of their Proteſtant Brethren ; for neither the 
1 Doectrines or Ceremonies of the Chucrh, were in the leaſt 
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enchroach'd upon; none of her Immunities or Beneſices 
(ſome of which are exorbitant enough) were in the leaſt 
reduc'd; nay they had the Royal Fromiſe for all poſſible 
Encouragement and Protection; but the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, were nyt made a full End of, and therefore the, 
Church muſt iff their Opinion be in Danger, becauſe 
mies had not all the unreaſonable power they 


ole *the Rebels had attain'd their End, will they, 
ſay, that the proteſtant Church of Eugland, wou d 
be ſaft under a popiſh Prince, biggotted by Education to Ro- 
miſh Idolatry, bred up in Enmity to the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and obliged by the moſt folemn Engagements to de- 
ſtroy it, when ever in his power: How unaccountable 
then was the Deluſion of the Rebels? and how ſtrangely. . 
infatuated are the Maleccutents {lill? What paralell can 
they find for their wild procezdings ? Did you ever know 
Papiſt Rebelling againſt their Popiſh Governours, with a 
deſigo to pur Proteltant Princes in their Room ? 

The Diſpoſition of State Aflairs, was likewiſe as fault- 
leſs, as that of the Church; for no Mans Rights, Liber- 
ties or Properties were invaded, no Laws diſpenc'd with 
by Arbitrary Power, Cc. ſo that both Church and State 
were then, and are {till as ſafe under King George, 
as ever they can be, while Proteſtant: Yet we have 
a reſtleſs Party among us who are for involving the Na- 
tion in Blood and Ruin, becaule they have not all the 
Power they wiſh for; but bleſſed be God, all their cruel re- 
vengeful Deſigns have hitherto been diſappointed, their per- 
jur'd Attempts have fail'd, and themſelves are fallen from 
the height of their Expectations, and in the Midſt of their 
wicked Enterprize, which leads me to the third general 


Head. : 


HI. Diſappointnient and Deſtruction uſually attends Perſe- * 
cutors, Falſe Teachers, and Rebels. 


1. Diſappointinents and Deſtruction uſually attends Perſecu- 
tors, They commonly roll up a Stone that falls upon them- 
ſelves, and bre:ks ein in Pieces; the Dominion of Con- 
ſcience belon«s ſolely to God, and therefore it's no wonder 
he frequently takes Vengeance, even in this World, on thoſe 
who uſurp his Prerogative : It's true indeed the Providence 
of God does not always _ fit to overtake Perſecy. 

| 2 


6. 


{ for he fell by the Sword of the Children of Yael, 9 of 
* xiii. 22. The prophets of Baal, thoſe Corrupters of 
Taet were no ſooner expoſed by 3 * to the People as 
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tors with Deſtruction in this Life; even Cain, the Father 
of em, tho' driven out, was not utterly deſtroy'd, and 


ſome other notorious Perſecutors have been outwardly proſ- 


perous in the World to the laſt; ſo that God ſometimes gives 
even ſuch Men ſpace to repent, which if they do not, the 
are ſure to meet with a ſevere Retribution hereafter. Indeed 
Perſecutors being Men of Power, it can't be expected they 
ſhou'd often meet with a Retaliation here, unleſs by ſome ex- 
traordinary Judgment of God, for the perſecnted are ſeldom 
in a capacity of avenging themfelves, and if they were, are 
not uſually diſpos'd to take that Vengeance into their own 
Hands, which properly belongs to God the Judge of all, 
who will not one Day or other, fail to repay it. 

Yet we are not without many inſtances of remarkable 
puniſhments attending Perſecutors, even in this Life, it 
wou'd be tedious to enter into particulars, ſuch as may 
be found- in antient and modern Hiſtory, both Sacred 
and Prophane : the moſt remarkable Inſtances of Divine 
udgments on Perſecutors, in theſe latter Days, are the- 


om and violent Deaths that overtook moſt of the chieſ 


Actors in the Parifian Maſſacree. 
However, this I may allert, that the Deſions of Perſecu- 
tors, viz to baniſh Religion out of the World, have al- 
ways been diſappointed, for the Church of God (1 dont 
mean this or that particular, but the Kingdom of Chritt) 
is founded on an unmoveable Rock, Mat. xvi. 18. She 
very well anſwers the Emblem of a Buſh on Fire, yet not 
conſum'd, for, tho' ſhe has been continually as it were 
ſurrounded with the Flames of Perſecution, yet flill fur- 
vives them all. | . 

2. Diſappointment or Deſtructian have uſually attended 
Falſe Teachers. Balaam their chief, met with his Reward 


1 


Falſe Teachers, but Four Hundred and Fifty of them 


were ſlain at the Brook X hen, 2 Kings 18. 


'Tho' Doctrines deſtructive of the Liberties of Mankind, 
have unhappily prevailed in too many places; yet bleſſed be 
God a timely Stop hath been put to them in this Land; 
and the Teachers of them have met with Diſappointment, 
and are cover'd with juſt Shame. a | 
+ God hath ſuch a peculiar Regard for Truth, that he'll 
never ſuffer it to be quite extinguiſhed; but when it — 
* | een 
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been oppreſt in one place, it has appear'd in another; thus 
the Truths which with the Hugonots, were ſuppreſt in 
France, revive now among the Janſeniſts; and that ſmall Jpark 
of Light which has been ſo long hid as it were under 

Buſhel, in this Land ping preſerved chiefly among a per- 
ſecuted party) has of late broke out in our High Places, 
and who knows, but hereby a Reformation may be begun 
in France, and pang at Home: I am ſure it ought to 
be the deſire of every true Chriſtian, it might be ſo; that 
Chriſt may take unto himſelf his Almighty Power and 
Reign, and re aſſume every Branch of his Kingly Power, 
_ has been uſurped by any in his Church and King- 
om. 

3. Diſappcintment and Dep uction have uſually attended 
Rebels. They periſh'd in the Gainſaying of Core. This 
was only a Rebellion in its Embrio, yet (before it came to 
Blows) how ſeverely was it puniſh'd ? All that appertained 
unto Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, their Wives, their 
Children, and their Goods, were all ſwallow'd up — 
themſelves in a horrible Gulph, Numb. 16. 27, 31. 
the 250 Men who ofter'd Incenſe, i. e. officiated as Prieſts, at 
2 2 of the Rebels, were conſumed by Fire from the 

ord, v. 35. | 

Nay Zedekiah and his People were ſeverely puniſh't 
for. their revolt from Nebuchaduezzar, his Right was 
founded in Conquelt, yet their revolt is called a Rebeþ- 
lion, becauſe Zedekiah had ſworn fealty unto him, 2. Chron: 

6. 13. 

The, Rebellion of Abſolom who roſe up againſt his 
King without, a Cauſe, prov'd fatal to himſelf, and his 
Accomplices, for his wicked Councellor Achitophel hang'd 
himſelf, and he himſe f with 20000 more Rebels were all 
ſlain in one Day, 2. Sam. 17, and 18. Such terrible De- 
ſtruction has commonly overtaken Rebels, and no won- 
27 ſince otherwiſe humane Societies could not ſub- 

{t. | 

Neither have the Modern Rebels eſcap'd without pubs 
lick vengeance, but ſo temper'd with Mercy, that any 
who will may ſve, that no further ſeverity was uſed, than 
was abſolutely neceſjary to the Being of national Juſtice. 
If we but conſider the vaſt diſproportion there was be- 
tween the late Executions, and thoſe in the Welt, and 
the manner of them; we may eaſily ſee that in the for- 


mer even Jullice was reſtrained, and in the weſtern Bar. 
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barities ſufter'd to exceed it's utmoſt Bounds ; who can't 
then admire the Clemency of his preſent Majeſty, who 
like the God he repreſents, is more inclin'd to forgive 
than to puniſh? What then can be pleaded in excuſe for 
the impenitent Rebels, and their Adherents, who with 
malicious Lies aſperſe the few neceſſary Eitorts of national 
Juſtice, and ungratefully overlook ſo much Mercy? 

Thus you ſee the es that have attended Tyranical 
perſecuting Princes, who have gone in the way of Cain; 
corrupt Clergy who have run after the Error of Balaam . 
and infatuated Lay-men, who have been influenc'd into 


the gainſaying of Core. 
APPLICATION. 


FO R the improvement of the whole, I ſhall only call 

pin you to thankfulneſs towards God, for the great Delive- 
rance he has vouchfafed us from wicked and unreaſonable Men, 
by the remarkable Defeat of *em at Preſton. 

The Deliverance is the more valuable, if we but conſider 
the ſtrong Confederacy there was between the Rebels, and 
Diſaffected thro” the Kingdom, who upon the firſt Succeſs 
of the former, were to have made a general Inſurrection, 
whereby the whole Proteſtant Intereſt, and the Church of 
England at the Head of it, had been reduc'd to the utmoſt 
Hazard: But we in this County have more reaſon than any 
to commemorate with the higheſt Gratitude, our ſeaſonable 
Reſcue from the very Mouth of Danger, for the Enemy was 
juſt at our Gates, the Sword drawn in the center of our Coun- 
ty, and there was but a Step between Us and Death. Glory 
oo be to God on high, who remembred us in our low 
Eſtate ! | 

I ſhall conclude with three Directions how to improve 
our late Deliverance. 


1. Let Live be a predominant Principle in you in oppoſition 
zo Perſecution. 

Love all Mankind, there is a Reſpect due to the hu- 
man Nature as ſuch; it's the great command of the 
Goſpel, that we Love our Neighbour as our Selves, 


Chriſt came from Heaven to fulfill that Law, and left his 
Example 
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Example as well as Precept, to enforce our performance of 


it. | 

Iarticularly Love one another, you know it's the great 
cha;acteriitick of your Profeſſion, for our Saviour tells us, 
by this jhall all Men know you are my Diſciples if ye Love one 
a ther. You ought to abound in this Duty, were there 
nothing elſe to recommend it, than it's conducivenels to the 
good of Society ; your Union is your Stability, and nothing 
e ibutes more to thut, than the continuance of brotherly 

ove. 

Nay, that you may exceed Others in this Grace, Love 
you: Enemies, this is no more than what Chriſt himſelf 
commands, Mat. v. 44. 1 fay unto you, laue your Enemies, 
bleſs tem that curſe you, do * to them that hate you, 
and;pray for them which deſpiteſu ly uſe and perſecute you. By 
this Means you will reſemble your heavenly Father (who is 
good to all) and you'll exceed the Children of Cain, who 
only Love one another. To this end, confine not your 
Love to a Party; tho' in this State of Imperfection, it is 
impoſſible to avoid dittering in Sentiments from others, yet 
unity of Aflection may {till be maintain'd, and ought to be 
ſo; for we are not only to be at Peace with all Men, but 
to follow it tho? it flee from us. 

Always exert this truly generous Principle, that your 
Adverſaries may be forc'd to acknowledge you are fo far 
Chriſtians, whatever other Doubts ſome of them are ſo un- 
charitable to harbour concerning your Chriſtianity. 


2. Be ſtedſaſt in the Faith, in Oppoſition to falſe Teach- 


8 | 
Aſſert the Liberty of your Underſtandings as well as your 
Conſciences ; let no Man, or number of Men, no nor an 
Angel from Heaven, impoſe any Doctrine upon you, that 

upon dilizent ſearch you find diſagreeable to the Goſj 
Such Doctrines as you find in the Scripture, hold faſt, eſpe- 
cially the neceſſary Foundations of Faith and Practice, di- 
ſtinguiſhing between them and the leſler Matters of the 
Law, and the meer Injunctions of Men; for the Kingdom of 
Gcd is not Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace and 
fo in the Holy Gheſt. Rom. xiv. 17. i. e. The Church of 
hriſt conſiſts not in ſuch ſmall things as external Modes, 
Ceremonies, diſputable and doubtful Opinions ; but in 
ſuch things as have a Tendency by Divine Appointment, 
. to 
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to make Men Righteouſs and Holy, the Foundation of 
Peace and [oy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Theſe ſmall things are not all our Adverſaries quarrel 
with us about, but alſo what they think theiFoundation of 
Chriſtianity, I mean Ordination, this they deny us to 
have, and therefore, ſome of em deny our Chriltianity : 
Now this being a thing in their Opinion ſo eſſential to Sal- 
vation, muſt needs upon that Suppolition be very clear] 
determin'd in Scripture, for they as well as we, allow al 
things neceſſary to Salvation, are expreſly laid down in the 
Bible; ſince thereſore you have the word of God in your 
Hands, ſearch the Scriptures and ſee whether you do not 
find Ordination performed by the /aying on the Hands of the 
Presbytery ; this kind of Ordination only, eight parts in ten 
of all the reform'd Churches have, and therefore I muſt. 
fay it looks odly, and ſomewhat like preſumption, for two 
parts to treat the other eight as if in a damnable Schiſm. 

Nay, thoſe political Doctrines that have been ſo much 
bandy'd about of late in favour of Arbitary Power, and a 
Popith Prince, are not of ſo ſmall Moment, as to be beneath 
a Chriſtian's, much leſs an Engliſh-man's concern; and by 
this we know they are falſe Doctrines becauſe they are 
deſtructive of free Societies, and even the natural Rights of 
Mankind, which are as much guarded by the Laws of 
Chriſtianity as of Nature, the former being perfective of 
the latter. oy 

Now I am upon the Subject of Falſhood, it may not be 
improper to put you in mind of that natural, as well as-re⸗ 
vealed Duty, of ſpeaking the Truth every Man to his 
Neighbour. In the Eyes of all Nations who have not 
wholly unman'd themſelves, there appeared a ſingular Beauty 
in Truth; To love Truth, and do Good, are the two things, 
faith Pythagoras, that makes Man likeſt to God. Some have 
ſaid, that if God ſhould appear in a human Shape, Light 
would be his Body, and Truth his Mind. 

I need not tell you how {trictly the Scriptures enjoyn Ve- 
racity; there you'll find God repreſented as Truth it ſelf, 
and the Devil as the Father of Lies, who of late, by his 
Inſtruments has ſo much exerted this Talent, that I can't 
forbear taking notice of it here, and adviſe you to Keep 
at the greatelt diſtance from that general Contagion, the 
Froperty of thoſe filthy Dreamers, who A Dominion, 
and ſpeak evil of Dignity, Fude viii. I am ſatisſy d if ſome 


Men would either hold their Peace, or ſpeak Truth, this 
| Nation 
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Nation which has been divided by Lies, wou'd ſoon unite, 
and thole Wounds which have ſo much threatned the poli- 


tical Body, wou'd not be long unheal'd. How unreaſonable _ 


the Aſperlions caſt on his Majeſty are, will appear in the 
Appendix. | | 


3. Maintain Loyalty in qppeſition to Rebels. 

Continue firm in the Principles of your Loyalty, not 
ſunering Nature to rebel againſt them, but be always ready 
to yield legal dubmiſſion to legal Authority, or in the Words 
of King Charles I. Trelding all Obedience and due Reverence 
to the Law, which is the Iaheritance of every Subjett, and the 
only Security he can have for his Life, Liberty, or Eſtate. See 
His Declaration to all his loving Subjects, in Anſwer to the 
Commons Remonſtrance of the State of the Kingdom 
Dec. 15. 1642. Further, exert your ſelves to the utmo 
of your Power, in defence of that Government that defends 
your Religion and Property; neither let the Oppoſition or 
Calumny of a contrary Party diſcourage you, 

We are often charg'd with rebellious Principles, and our 
Adverſaries pretend to convict us by the Example of Forty 
One. But ſuppoling, 0 granting) what they charge upon 
us in that reſpect to be true, yet that one Initance will no 
more prove our Principles to be rebellious, than the Rey - 
lution will prove thoſe of the C-—h of England to be lo : 
For our Articles and C-nfeflions of Faith, are as full and 
expreſs againſt ſuch Principles, as her Articles and Homilies 
are, But after all, we deny the Fact; for in the Parliament 
that was ſitting when the civil War begun, there were but 
Five that had any Averſion to Epiſcopacy, viz. Two Lords, 
and Three Commons, as my Lord Clarendon himſelf tells us. 
Now I appeal to all the World, whether there was a poſſibi- 
lity of thefe Five Men's overturning Church and State | 
ſo that it cannot be deny'd bur C Parliament began th: 
civil War. e 4 

I'll not deny but many presbyterians reſorted afterward3 
to the Parliament Army, as Papiſts did to that of the King's; 
however this I'll ſay, that the provocations to that War 
were as grievous as thoſe which brought about the late Re- 
volution (which I muſt own was a glorious Act of the 
Church) and both thoſe were undertaken upon the ſam: 


Principles, and the Conſequences of em were I believe bot 


alike unforeſeen ;- for the Gentlemen in Forty One, no 


more deſign'd a Decollation ys the King, than the Revolu- 
. Un-. 
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tioners in Eighty Eight did the Abdication. The firſt Rea- 
ſons/of things don't 7 the remote and laſt Con- 
ſequences of em, and therefo 
am ſure I know none) who don't deteſt the tragical Period of 
that War, whatever they may think of the Original of it, 
when the unhappy breach firſt begun between the contending 
parts of the Legiſlature. | | 

I could more fully vindicate the Diſſenters from the above 
Aſperhon, but that the modern Rebels and their Friends, who 
have chiefly manag'd that Imputation againſt them, have 
now and for ever ſtopt their own Mouths, if they are but 
ſenſible Rebellion in themfelves can be a Crime, if not, it 
wou'd be a folly to argue with them becauſe incapable of 
Conviction. 


Fil conclude with a hearty wiſh, and I doubt not but 


you'll join with it, viz. 'Ihat God wou'd be pleas'd to 
ditiuſe greater meaſures of chriſtian Love, fervent Piety, 
and undiſſembled Loyalty thro? the whole Land, that ſo we 
may perpetuate to our selves and Poſterity the Bleſſings ſe- 
cur'd to Us dy the late Deliverance, which we now thank- 
fully ccemmemotate, and hope ſhall never be ſo ungrateful 
as to forget, | wy! : 


_— 


re you'll find none among us (I 


APPEND IL 


wAVING promiſedin the Sermon a 
; particular Account of the hardſhips 
that Proteſtant Diſſenters have 
ſufter'd by Penal Laws in Exgland, 
T ſhall here give a ſhort Lilt of em 
by reciting ſuch Acts as were di- 
rectly enacted againſt them; and 


originally deſign'd againſt Papiſts, 
yet in their Execution were extend- 
- $6 ed to them. F 
T. There were many Penal Laws originally defign'd againſt 
the Papiſts, the wy, 4 which were equally turn'd againſt Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters. us, ö 
By an Act FL Elix. Cap. 1. F. 2. 3. Every Diſſenter Con- 
vict, who did not conform and make his Submiſſion in threę 
Months after Conviction, then being required by any Juſtice, 
of Peace, he or ſhe ſhall in open Court, at the Aſſizes or Seſſi- 
ons, abjure the Realm of England, and all other the Queens 
Dominions, and fo ſhall depart out of the Kingdom within 
ſuch a Time as the Court ſhall Aſſign, and ſhall forfeit all his 
Goods and Chattles for ever, and Lands and Tenements 
during Life. But if ſuch Perſons refuſe to leave the King- 
dom, or any that have abjur'd it return from Baniihnuc t, 
they ſhall ſuffer as Felons, LE be hang'd. 
2 V 
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fx another Statute it was ordain'd, That every Diſſenter 
ſhall be confin'd within five Miles of his own Dwelling, 
and if he go further, he forfeits all his Goods and Chattels, 
and alſo all his Lands and Tenements for his own Life; and 
the poor ſort of Diſſenters ſo oftending, to abjure the Land; 
which if they refule to do, or come again, then to be hang'd. 
Stat. 35. Elx. Cap. 2. H. 1. | 

In King James the Firlt's Time, it was ordain'd, That 
tho' a Diſlenter came to Church, yet if he or ſhe did not 
once a Year receive the Sacrament there, he forfeits 2c l. 
9 firſt Year: 40 l, the ſecond: and 601, for every Year 
after Stat. 31. Jam. Chap. 4.9.3, © 

Every 4 gu 433 of not rbpaiting to Divine 
Service, forfeits thence forwards 20 l, every Month, until he, 
or ſhe conform; but the King may refuſe the 20 l. 
er Month, and inſtead thereof take two I birds of their 
Lands, 1bi4.F. 4.8. | H i 

Nay further, every Perſon that ſhall relieve, harbor, keep 
or ſuner any Perſon in his or her Houle, that ſhall not 


repair to Church once a Month, forfeits 104%, a Month; 


and if ſuch a Ferſon be kept as a Servant, than the Maſter 
io forfeit 20 /, a Month Hat. 3. Jam. 1. Chap. 4. F. 33. 

Married Women after Conviction, that come not 
to Church and receive the Sacrament, ſhall be committed 
to Priſon, and there remain without Bail, till They con- 
form, unleſs their Husbands ſhall pay 10 / a Month, or the 
Third of all their Eſtates to the King, and:ſo long, and no 
_ than he ſo pays it, may ſhe be at Liberty. 

id. | | ' 

The vexation the Puritans met with from theſe Sta- 
tutes, together with the rigorous Impoſitions of thoſe 
times, oblig*d great numbers of 'em (among which ſome - 


moderate Clergymen) to quit «keir native Land, and 


tranſplant themſelves into the Deſarts of America. Not 
to mention thole who Joſt their Lives then, as appears 
Ly the Hi'tory of thoſe times. Date this Tranſmigration at 
Sent, Fuly. 2. 1620.0 | 

2, There was many ſevere Laws made exprefly againſt Pro- 
'eſteut Diſſenters. The Unifcrmity Act was the tit that 
ver was expre''y made againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, and 
'ad this peculiarity in it, that it made many more Dil- 

nters than ever were before. By this Act, Ang. 24 


G2. about two "Thouſand Miniſters were oblig'd to 
quit 
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uit their Livings, becauſe they could not ſwear and 
{bſcribe to all the particulars required there; whereby, 
for Conſcience lake they. were reduc'd” to great Extre- 


mity. | 

By the Conventicle Act A. D. 1663, the terrible Statute 
of the 35 of Eliz. juſt mentioned was revived and declared 
to be in force againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. By this Act, thoſe. 
Miniſters which were before turned out of their Churches, 
were turned out of their Private Meetings for God's Wor- 
ſhip, and fined 20 /, for the firſt Sermon, and 40 J, for 


every other after; and the Houſe where. the Sermon 


was preach'd, to be fined 20 1, If the Miniſter cr Maſs 
ter of the Houſe were not able to pay their Fines, dif- 
treſs was to be made upon any of the Hearers, 'This 
Conventicle Act was more ſeverely renewed 1670. 

By the Oxford Act, commonly called the five Mile Act, 
made in 1665, Diſſenting Miniſters were turned out of 
their own Huſes, and not ſuſter d to come within five Miles 
of any City, Burrough, or any Pariſh Town, or place 
wherein they had preached, upon fevere Penalties. 

At the Revolution, molt of theſe Statutes as far as they 
related to Diſſenting Proteſtants were reſcinded, except the 
Teſt; by which all who bore any Office in the Go- 
vernment mult take the Sacrament according to the man- 
ner of the Church of England, under the penalty of 500 J. 
and loſs of Office. | | 

In the Year 1711-12, new Hardſhips were put upon 
the Diſſenters by the Occaſfonal Conformity Act, whereby 
the Nation (as well as Diſſenters) is a Sufterer ; the Go- 
vernment being deprived of the Service of Diffenters, 
who are as capable of ſerving it while Proteltant, as any 
of their more conformable Neighbours, have un- 
doubredly as good a natural Right. 1 

By the Schiſm Act in 1714, Diſſenting Proteſtants are 
deprived of the priviledge of Educating their own 
Children, which robs them of a Right naturally inveſted 
in Parents as ſuch. 

The forementioned Statutes as far as they refer to papiſls, 
have ſorne reaſonable Foundation, becauſe the papiſt's prin- 
ciples are deſtructive of a proteſtant Government; and They 
are now ſo tenderly dealt with, notwithſtanding their late 
Kebellion, that nothing more is done to, or required of 
them to void Conviction, than giving that ang of 
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their Allegiance, which all other Subjects are obliged 
to. | h 

But why proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould be involved in 
the like penalties, I cannot ſee, ſince their Loyalty is 
unqueſtionable, and their Religion the ſame with the 
Church. However one Reaſon ſeems to be, that they 
might be obliged to petition for a general Toleration, 
including the papiſts, which they could never be brought 
to; that this was the Deſign of the Court in the Diſſenters 


Sutterings, appears from the Earl of Briſtol's ſecret Con- 


ference with the chief of the papiſts, in 1671, as Biſhop 


Burnet tells us in his Speech to the Lords about Occaſional | 


Conformity, An. 1703. 


C339 & | 


H Having hinted at two Editions of the Book of N 
which have been ſo prejudicial to Religion, eſpecially to 
the obſervation of the Lord's Day; the bad effects of which 
continue even to this Time; I have hereto affixt a Copy 


of em 

The Book of Sports was firſt of all publiſh'd by a Dec 
ration of King James I. 1618, A. D. It Ly repri 
and confirm'd, by King Charles I. A. D. 1633. 


I. The Book of S ronrs publiſ'd by Ki 
JAMES the Bk. 4 6 * 


By the King, 


WW Hereas upon our Return the laſt year out of Scotland, 
we did publiſh our pleaſure touching the Recreations 
of our People in thoſe parts under our hand: For ſome 
cauſes us thereynto moving, we have thought good to 
command theſe our Directions, than given in - Lancaſhire, 
with a few Words thereunto added, and moſt applicable to 
theſe parts of our Realms, to be publiſh'd to all our 
Subjects. 

Whereas we did juſtly in our progreſs through Lancaſhire 
rebuke ſome Puritans and preciſe People, and took order, 
that the like unlawful Carriage ſhould not be uſed by any 
of them hereafter, in the prohibiting, and unlawful pun- 
iſhing of our good People for uſing their lawful Recre- 
ations and honeſt Exerciſes upon Sundays, and other 
Holy Days, after the afternoon Sermon or Service; we 
now find that two forts of People, wherewith that Coun- 
try is much infected (we mean Papiſts and Puritans) have 
maliciouſly traduc'd and calummiated thoſe our juſt. and 
honourable proceedings; and therefore leaſt our Repu- 
tation might upon the one ſide (tho* innocently) have 
ſome aſperſion laid upon it; and that upon the other part, 
our good People in that Country be miſlead by the miſtaking 
and miſinterpretation of our meaning; we have therefore 
thought good hereby to clear, and make our pleaſure 
be manifeſted to all our good People in thoſe parts. 
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It is true that at ou firſt Entry to this Crown and 
Kingdom, we were inform'd, and that too truly, that 
our County of Lancaſbire abounded more in Popiſh Recu- 
fants, than any County of England, and thus hath 
{till continued ſince to our great - regret, with little amend- 
ment, ſave now of late, in our laſt riding through 
our faid County, we find, both by the report of the 
Judges, and of the Bijhips of that Dioceſs, that there 
is ſome amendment now daily beginning, which is no ſmall 
. contentment to us. | p 
The report of this growing amendment among them, 
made us the more ſorry, when with our own Ears we 
heard the general complaint of our People, that they 
were barred from all lawful Recreations, and Exerciſe upon 
the Sundays Afternoon, after the ending of all Divine 
Service, which cannot but produce two Evils : The one, 
the hindring of the Converſion of many, whom their 

Prieſts will take occaſion hereby to vex, perſuading them, 
that no honeſt Mirth, or Recreation. is lawful or tolerable 
in our Religion, which cannot but breed a great diſcon- 
tentment in our Peoples Hearts, eſpecially of ſuch as are 
peradventure upon the point of turning ; the other in- 
convenience is, that this prohibition barreth the common 
and meaner ſort of People from uſing ſuch Exerciſes as 
may make their Bodies more able for War, when we, or 

our Succeſlors ſhall have occaſion to uſe them; and in 
place thereof, ſets up filthy Tiplings and Drunkenneſs, and 
breeds a number of idle, and diſcontented Speeches in their 

Ale Houſes. For when ſhall the common People have 

leave to exerciſe, if not upon the Sundays and Holy Days, 
ſeeing they muſt apply to their Labour, and* win their living 
in all dare ow Days ? 

Our expreſs: Pleaſure therefore is, that the Laws of our 
Kingdom, and Canons of our Church, be as well obſerved 
in that County asin all other places of this our Kingdom. 
And on the other part, that no lawful Recreation ſhall be 
barred to our good Feople, which ſhall not tend to the 
breach of our aforeſaid Laws and Canons of our Church; 
which to expreſs more particularly, our pleaſure is, that 
the Biſhop, and all other inferior Church Men, and Church 
Wardens, ſhall for their parts be careful, and diligent, 
both to inſtruct tke Tgnorant, and convince and reform 


them that are miſlead in Religion, preſenting them 5 
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will not conform themſelves, but obſtinately ſtand out, to 
our Judges and Jultices, whom we likewiſe command to 
put the Law in due Execution againſt them. 

Our Heaſure likewiſe is, that the Biſhop of that Dioceſs, 
take the like ſtrict Order, with all the Iuritans and Preci- 
ſians within the ſame, either conſtraining them to conform 
themſelves, or to leave the Country according to the 
Laws of our Kingdom, and Canons of our Church, and 
ſo, to ſtrike equally on both hands againſt the contemners 
of our Authority, and Adverlaries of our Church. 
And as for our good People's lawful Recreations, 
our pleaſure likewiſe is, that after the end of Divine Ser- 
vice, our good people be not diſturbed, letted, or diſ- 
couraged from any. lawful Recreation, ſuch as Dancing, 
either Men or Women, Archery for Men, leaping, vaulting, - 
or any other ſuch harmleſs Recreation; nor from having 
of May Games, Whitſon-Ales, and Morris Dances, and 
the ſetting up of May Poles, and other Sports therewith 
uſed, ſo as the ſame be had in due and convenient time, 
without Impediment or Neglect of Divine Service: And 
that Women ſhall have leave to carry Ruſhes to the Church 
for the decoring of it according to their old Cuſtom. . But 
 withal, we do here account {till as prohibited, all unlawful 
Games to be uſed upon Sundays only, as Bear, and Bull 
baitings, Interludes ; and at all times, in the meaner ſort of 
People by Law prohibited, Bowling. 

And likewiſe we barr from this Benefit and Liberty 
all ſuch known Recuſants, either Men or Women, as 
will abſtain from coming to Church, or Divine Service, 
being therefore unworthy of any lawful Recreation after 
the ſaid Service, that will not firſt come to the Church 
and ſerve God; prohibiting in like fort the ſaid Recreations, 
to any that, though conform in Religion,are not preſent 
in the Church at the Service of God, before their going 
to the ſaid Recreations. Our pleiſure likewiſe is, that 
they, to whom it belongeth in Office, ſhall preſent, and 
Tharply puniſh all ſuch, as in abuſe of this our Liberty, 
will uſe theſe Exerciſes before the ends of all Divine Ser- 
"vices for that Day. "> | 

And we likewiſe, ſtraightly command, that 2 Per- 
ſon ſhall reſort to his own Pariſh Church, to hear Divine 
Service, and each Pariſh by it ſelf, to uſe the ſaid Recre- 
ation after Divine Service, prohibiting likewiſe any often- 


* ſive Weapons to be carried or uſed in the ſaid times o 
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Recreations. And our pleaſure is, that this our Dectara- 
tion ſhall be pnbliſh'd by Order from the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſs, through all the Pariſh Churches, and that both 
our Judges of our Circuit, and all our Juſtices of our 
Peace, be inform'd thereof, 


Given at our Manor of Greemvich, the four and ene 
day of May, in the ſixteenth Year of our Reign 
England, France, and Jreland; and of Scotland: the 

one and fiftieth. N 


N B. By Puritans, underſtand the moderate Churchmen of thoſe Days, and ſuch az 
wers for fiirther Reformation, 3 55 
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II. King CHARLES the Firſts Republication. of 
the Book of S oR Ts, with his Confirmation of 
it by a New Declaration, 


His Majeſty gave the enſuing Warrant to the Arch- 

( biſhop tor publiſaing the ſaid Declaration. 
CHARLES REX, 
Anterbury, ſee that our Declaration concerning Recreations 
on the Lord's Day after Ey/ning Prayer be printed. And 
accordingly on the 18th of Otzeber 1633, it came forth in 
Print, and was to this Eftect : 


THAT King James of bleſled Memory in his return 
from Scotlaud, coming through Lancaſbire, found that his 
Subjects where debarred from lawſul Recreations, upon 
Sundays after Evening Prayers ended, and upen Holy Days, 
and he prudently conſider'd, that if theſe Times were taken 
from them, the meaner fort, who labour hard all the Week, 
ſhall have no Recreations at all to refreſh their Spirits; and 
and after his Return, he further ſaw, that his Loyal Subjects 
in all other Parts of the Kingdom, did ſutter in the {ame 
Kind, though perhaps, not in the ſame degree, and did 
| therefore 
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therefore in his Princely Wiſdom .publiſh a declaration to 


His loving Subjects, concerning lawful- Sports to be uſed ar 
ſuch Times, which was printed and publiſh'd by his Royal 
commandment in the Year 1618, in the Tenor which here- . 
after followeth : | 

[Whereas, &c. Here follows a Recital Ve: batim of the 
Book of Sports, which has the following Declaration annext 


to it, vix. 


No out of a like pious care for the Service of God, 
* and for ſuppreſing of any Humours that oppoſe Truth 
« and for the Eaſe, Comfort, and Recreation of his well 
« deſerving People, his -Majeſty doth ratify and publiſh 
ce this his bleſſed Father's Declaration ; the rather, becauſe 
« of late in ſome Counties of this Kingdom, his Majeſty 
* finds that under pretence of taking away Abuſes, there 
« hath been a general forbidding, not only of ordinary 
© Meetings, but of the Feaſts of the Dedication of the 
* Churches, commonly called J/akes. Now his Majeſty's 
« expteſs Will and H leaſure is, that thoſe Feaſts with others 
* ſhall be obſerved, and that his Juſtices of the peace in 
© their ſeveral Divitions, ſhall look to it, both that all 
« Diſorders there may be prevented or puniſiid, and that 
© all Neighbourhood and Freedom, with manlike and law- 
« ful Exerciſes be uſed. And his Majelty further commands 
& All Juſtices of Aſſize, in their ſeveral Circuits, to fee that 
no Man do trouble or moleſt any of his loyal and datiful 
© people, in or for their lawful Recreations, having firſt 
e done their Duty to God, continuing in Obedience to his 
* Majeſty's Laws. And for this his Majeſty commands all 
* his Judges, Juſtices of peace, as well within Liberties 
& as without, Mayors, Bayliſts, Conſtables, and other Offi- 
* cers, to take notice of, and to ſee obſerv'd, as they tender 
« his diſpleaſure. And doth further Will, that publication 
© of this his Command be made by Order from the Biſhops, 
through all the lib Churches of their ſeveral Dioceſſes 


* reſpettively. . 


Given at the Palace of //:/minſter 
the 18th Day of Oct:ber, in the 
Ninth Year of his Reign. 


LY 


GOD ſavetheKins! 


* 


H E intollerable defamatory Lies ſpread Abroad by the 


dilattected in prejudice to his Majeliy's Perſun, Extract, 


and Character, provoke me to ſubjoin the following 
ſmall Appendix in - Vindication of an Injur'd Soverign, 


who, as he is Venerated by all Nations, has the beſt Title 


in the World, to the Love and Allegiance of all his Sub- 
jects, it we conlider, 

i. KING GEORGE is originally an Ezxglih Man, 
deſcended from the antient Kings of England and Scotland, 
for Maud daughter to Henry II. ning of Englund, was marri- 
ed to Henry, ſirnamed the Lyon, the Duke of Buvaria and 
Faxchr, his preſent Majeſty's Ancellor, whereby the Saxon, 
Norma, and ScottiſÞ Blood was tranſmitted to their poſteri- 
ty; Hearn II. Miiud's Father, was of Engliſh-Norman Blood, 
being great Grandſon to, iam the conqueror, and Grand— 


ſon of Maud, Daughter of Malcomb King of Scotland by 


 Marearet ſiſter to Edgar Ethling, by which the Saxon and 
Scettijh Blood Royal was united in his Veins. Lid. Diſney's 
Tables, and Mieze's Pref. Stute of RK. George's Domiuious in 
Germany. : | 

Beſides it's well known King George is great Grandſon of 
James I. by his only Daughter El;zabeth ; ſo that he is no 
Stranger to the blood Royal of Great Britain, but is the 50th 
— of England, and 114% King of Scotland in Lineal de- 

cent. | 

If the diſaffected in England will ill perſiſt in it, that 
King George is a Foreigner becaule a German, I wou'd have 
them conſider that EAHli Men themſelves, as they deſcend 
from the Saxons, are originally Germans, and as ſuch are 
ſuppoled formerly to have been ſubject to ſome of his 
Majelty's German-Anceltors; for the Saxons (now called 


Eugliſb) came from Ultzen in Germany, a place between 


Liweaburg and Zel, part of his Majeſly's Dominions there 
ſo that now King GzoRGE ſeems only to have reſu- 


med his antient Right to govern his own Subjects. Vid. 
Atlas Geograph. Veil. I. p. 534. 
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2. The Antiquity of his Majeſty's Deſcent, with reference to 
Foreign Nations, is very conſiderable : He is the 2oth Sove- 
« reign of the Family of Brunſwick by lineal Deſcent ſince 
Albert of Eſte who dyed 1081, this appeas from undoubt- 
ed Hiſtory ; tho' there be many Hiſtorians, who tell us 
of a long Race of Princes in his Family before that time. 

3. His Majelty's Family is the Originat of many of the 
greatelt Families in Europe: It is obſerv'd, there have 
been two Emperours of Ge mam, and an Empreſs of Con- 
. ſtantinople of this Family, belides one Empreſs Dowager ; 
and an Empreſs Conſort of Germany, now living: The 
Electors of Bavaria, and the Palatinate, and the Dukes 
of Modena are deſcended from this Family, by the Male 
Line; the Kings of Sweden, Denmark, Pruſſia, and Po- 
land ; the noble Families of Heſſe Baden , Mecklenburg, 
and leveral Princes of the Houſe of Saxony, are deſcended 
by the Family Line, from his Family. here have been 
Eighteen Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, all Princes of the 
Empire of this Houle of Brunſwick; ſo that for Anti- 
quity of Royal Deſcent, and Numbers of Royal Relatives, 
_ GEORGE exceeds molt, if not all, Sovereigns upon 

artn. 

4. All the foregoing Luſtre, his Majeſty derives fromhis An- 
ceſtors; but his perſonal and political Virtues, which are pecu- 
liarly his own, heighten the Glory of the former ; and gives 
1 to what, without them, wou'd be but a Sha- 

OW. 1 

I might run thro' all the moral Virtues, each of which 
his Majely is a bright Example of; to inſiſt upon Parti- 
culars wou d be to travers a whole Syſtem,” of Morality, 
and therefore ſhall only obſerve, that his Chriſtian” Piety 
is ſo conſpicuous, that it elevates thoſe Virtues to ſome- 
what more than Moral, and renders him a truly Chriſtian 
Hero; fo that if any of our Kings ever deſerved the Title 
of Sacred Majeſty, KING GEORGE much more: Where 
then cou'd be tound a fitter perſon to be Guardian of the 
proteſtant Interelt abroad, and Head of the Church of 
England at Home? To which he is entirely conformable, 
and which by Inclination and Principle, he is determin'd 

to defend, as well as by promiſe. | 

As to his majeſty's political Virtues, they are ſo remar- 
kable, that be ſeems, by Nature, deſign'd for Government; 
and the juit regard he pays to chriſtian principles, in the 
Exerciſe of his power, may convince any man of Thought, 
he was born to make a people happy; hence it is KI N O 

x . 
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